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Twelve-year-old Hubert Nicolls was convicted of slay-
ing a deputy sheriff in Washington, and sentenced to life
imprisonment. Former Judge Mackintosh, a member of
the Wickersham committee, is quoted as stating that capital
punishment should have been invoked.
Well, the editor's position is known. He has frequent-
ly expressed himself in favor of the return of capital pun-
ishment for North Dakota, and given proper characteriza-
tion to the "sob-sister" methods employed in behalf of those
drawn within the police net.
Here, however, we must draw the line. We can't get
our thoughts to line up with the expression that this twelve-
year old boy, or any twelve-year old boy, "is essentially
worthless, and the world would be better off without him".
In fact, it is our humble opinion that it is such infre-
quent "horrible examples" that furnish inspiration to lay-
men, causing jurors to go astray in justifiable prosecutions,
making legislators wary of endorsing the ultimate penalty
for legitimate cases, and giving impressiveness to "sob-sis-
ter" methods in instances where only cool and even-handed
justice, without mercy, should prevail.
There are many cases when being "hard-boiled" is the
only reasonable course to pursue. There are many more in
which the arm of the law is too flexible, and the backbone
needs better fixation. But we can't find it in our heart to
say that a penitentiary is the proper place for a twelve-year
old boy. We may be wrong, as we usually are; but "them's
our sentiments".
